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What weight of ancient witness can prevail,
If private reason hold the public scale ?

The Hind and the Panther.

Tis paradise to look

On the fair frontispiece of Nature's book,
If the first opening page so charms the sight,
Think how the unfolded volume will delight!

Britannia Rediviva.

How bless1 d is he, who leads a country life,
Unvex'd with anxious cares, and void of strife,
Who studying peace, and shunning civil rage,
Enjoy'd his youth, and now enjoys his age.

To John Dry den.

Thus Heaven, though all-sufficient, shows a thrift
In his economy, and bounds his gift.

Eleonorti.

Kings fight for kingdoms, madmen for applause :
But love for love alone ; that crowns the lover's cause.
Palamon and Arcite.

If we try to analyse the power of these verses,
we shall find that a part of it resides in the exact
use of words of Greek or Latin derivation, adding
dignity to the sound, and precision to the sense,
and investing the whole in a classical atmosphere.
The success of this investment is apt to differ in
degree.   Sometimes it is partial,  and at other
times complete, and the difference seems to lie in
the lesser or greater assimilation of the particular
words in our language.   A fine sense detects the ,.
complete process in ' ancient witness. , . private
reason. . . public scale. , . void of strife', and an
incomplete process  in  l studying peace. . . civil'
rage'.   These epithets have still a Latin shell.
So the French ' fraicheur', as we saw in the last
chapter, was swallowed by. Dryden whole.   But,
apart from degrees of success, the method is clear.